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Crime and Disorder Scrutiny Committee

Wednesday, 18 February 2015 7.30 pm

Present:

Cllr Jean Averibou (Vice-Chair)

Councillors: Lesley Boycott
Senja Compton
Brian Francis
Sara Langdale
Peter Rayner
Derek Shelbrooke

Note: Councillors: Makhan Singh were also in attendance

Simon Hookway Service Manager (Economic Development)
Melanie Norris Director (Communities)
Chief Inspector Simon Alland Kent Police
Christopher Wakeford Committee Services Officer (Scrutiny)

1. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Brian Sangha and Cllr Gurdip Ram Bungar.

2. Minutes 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday,13 October 2014 were signed by the 

Chair.

3. Declarations of Interest 

No declarations of interest were made.

4. Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2014 

The Committee considered the Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Strategic 

Assessment 2014 completed by Gravesham’s Community Safety Unit (CSU) on behalf of 

the Joint Community Safety Partnership (CSP).
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The assessment is provided to the Crime and Disorder Scrutiny Committee in order that 

Members can be aware of the process that has been followed and the data upon which 

decisions have been taken in identifying the new key priorities for the forthcoming financial 

year.

The priorities that will form the basis of Partnership activity in 2015/16 (all deemed

equally important) are:-

• violent crime and domestic abuse;

• anti-social behaviour (incorporating criminal damage relating to ASB);

• acquisitive and property crime;

• substance misuse;

• reducing re-offending;

• road safety.

These priorities are closely aligned to those of the Kent Police and Crime Commissioner and 

those that will be contained in County-wide community safety planning.

The Committee considered each priority in turn, in response to Members questions, the 

following information was provided:- 

Violent crime and domestic abuse

 The way in which crime is recorded has changed.  A new system is now in place and 

the accuracy rate has increased from 82% to 98%, therefore the increase in crime 

levels can be attributed to the new system and an increase in crime reporting.
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Anti-social behaviour (incorporating criminal damage relating to ASB)

 Restorative Justice practices are being considered in appropriate cases of 

environmental crime linked to ASB.

 Fly-tipping is a big issue in the Borough, GBC works closely with KCC on this matter.

 Limited resources mean new ways of dealing with ASB are needed.  Kent Police 

work closely with key community partners to share the vast workload.

Acquisitive and property crime

 The levels of burglary in Gravesham are currently quite low but there is a perception 

of this as a high crime issue, which Councillors can help manage.

 The volume of criminal damage offences occurring in Dartford & Gravesham, the 

financial impact that they have on organisations, environments and communities and 

the close links with ASB, suggest that this is a crime category worthy of some more 

detailed attention in 2015/16.

Substance misuse

 The best measure of substance misuse is through Crime Reduction Initiatives (CRI).

 The nature of drugs is changing with legal highs and nitrous oxide becoming more 

prevalent.

 In Gravesend, ‘Skunkworks’ was a shop that sold legal highs and received attention 

from the authorities and Trading Standards.

Reducing re-offending

 A ‘Threat, Risk & Harm’ assessment approach is taken for Integrated Offender 

Management. 
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 Partnership working: ‘Every Adult Matters’ brings together key agencies e.g. 

Probation, Housing, Benefits, Porchlight, etc. to assist with offender management.

Road safety

 Kent Police are aware of the noise nuisance caused by ‘Boy Racers’ in Gravesham 

and measures are in place to tackle the issue.

 Kent Police work closely with the Cyclopark and are happy to assist Gravesham by 

encouraging the education of cyclists (e.g. use of bike lights, not riding on pavements 

etc.).

Counter Terrorism and Extremism

 The UK national terrorist threat level is ‘severe’.  The Counter-Terrorism and Security 

Bill currently being taken through Parliament has been brought forward to respond to 

the increased threat.  This new legislation will sit alongside existing powers already 

used to combat terrorist threats.

 The relevant provisions of the Bill are contained in Part 5, Chapters 1 and 2.  S.21 

places a general duty on specified authorities which includes ‘a County Council or 

District Council in England’ (as listed in Schedule 3) ‘in the exercise of its functions, 

to have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism’.  

As well as applying to Local Authorities, the duty will apply to the police, prisons, 

providers of probation services, schools, colleges and universities.  In two-tier areas 

such as Kent, Government have advised that County and District Councils will need 

to agree proportionate arrangements for sharing the assessment of risk and for 

agreeing local Prevent action plans.

 Radicalisation is not currently a named priority but there is a thread that runs through 

all the existing priorities.  There is a County-wide response to this issue.
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 Frontline GBC staff will be provided with training on this matter, the Council will also 

look into training Members, following the Election.

Resolved that the Committee endorse the priorities for 201516 as identified within 

the Strategic Assessment and agree that a new Partnership Community Safety Plan 

be developed to address them.

Note: Cllr Makhan Singh spoke with the leave of the Chair on this item.

Close of meeting 

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm


